
The Curriculum 
Activities in reception are carefully planned and organised in order to provide a range of 
learning experiences. Individual learning journeys are kept by staff to record the activities your 
child participates in, as well as their progress in specific skills. 
Planning for each term is carried out using a topic-based approach, following the children’s 
interests and responding to specific events.  

All children in Reception follow a curriculum called the Early Years Foundation Stage and this is 
broken down into 3 prime aspects and 4 specific areas of learning. 

Prime:  
•Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
•Physical Development 
•Communication and Language 

Specific: 
•Literacy 
•Mathematics 
•Understanding the World 
•Expressive Arts and Design 

How Children Learn
In Reception, the way in which children learn is just as important as what they learn. The ways 
in which a child engages with other people and the environment, plays and explores, is 
active, creative and thinks critically, all underpin learning and development and support the 
child to remain an effective and motivated learner.

We encourage the 
development of these 
Characteristics of 
Effective Learning 
through our play based 
environment. 



Prime Areas

Specific Areas

Reading 

Making Relationships

Self-Confidence and Self- Awareness

Managing Feelings and Behaviours 

Listening and Attention 

Understanding 

Speaking 

Moving and Handling Health and Self-Care

Writing 

Number 

Shape, Space and Measure 

The World

Technology 

Exploring and Using Media and Materials  
 

Being Imaginative 


